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I was ashamed of myself and with 

good reason. My car had been acting 

up (again!!) while driving in from the 

suburbs to TLF’s inner city HQ. Sit-

ting in the street level lounge, the offending vehicle visible across 

the lane, sulking about this reoccurring inconvenience, I happe-

ned to overhear a nearby conversation:  

“You know what sucks about being tall and homeless”, one 

man was saying, “they do not make blankets long enough. 

When I pull the blanket over my head to keep out the cold 

from the pavement, my feet stick out”. “And when you try to 

cover your feet”, his companion added with a chuckle, “you 

pull your head open again, I know!” 

Like all urban jungles, the City of Tshwane comprises of two ci-

ties, interlocked with each other. One is reminded of H.G. Wells’ 

classic book, The Time Machine1, in which the protagonist disco-

vers a future community where society is divided into two distinct 

layers, one for the childlike Eloi on the surface, and another for 

the menacing Morlocks, populating the under-belly of the city2. 

Not able to point fingers without implicating myself, I marvel at 

the ease with which our privileged classes manage to isolate our-

selves against the deeper reality around us: travelling from the 

protective bubble of home to the protective bubble of the work-

place inside our thoroughly isolated mobile bubbles, 

without ever needing to touch THE OTHER CITY. 

                                                           
1  Or SA filmmaker Neill Blomkamp’s movies District 9 & Elysium. 

2  In our city, however, more light is shining from “underground”,                     than 

from the deceptively bright topside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

...but people are living there! 

Without protective bubbles - without cars and houses and work-

places – other than perhaps a blanket of insufficient size. 

…and there are people serving there! 

Giving up their claims to many of their socially ordained rights 

and privileges, passing up many opportunities to isolate and pro-

tect themselves against the harsh realities of City no.2, but instead 

embracing those challenges for the sake of others... 

Once again, I lift my cap in recognition and appreciation 

to the unsung heroes of our urban jungles, inviting fellow 

citizens of City no.1 to join me in serving the servers, and 

through them those who have more important concerns 

than spluttering motor engines. 
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To learn more about  

http://tlf.org.za 

 
To specifically learn more about 

http://tlf.org.za/communities/akanani  
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